

CURRICULUM VITAE
Personal:


Rafael “Ralph” E. Martinez, Esquire

McEwan, Martinez & Dukes, P.A. (1981 to Present)

108 East Central Boulevard

Post Office Box 753

Orlando, Florida 32802-0753

Telephone: (407) 423-8571

Facsimile:  (407) 423-8637

e-mail:  rmartinez@mmdorl.com

Date of Birth:  April 26, 1950

Married to: Rebecca Martinez (formerly Earnhart)

Children:  Rebecca, William and Margaret

Education:


Florida State University (J.D. – 1976)

Foreign Study:  Oxford University (1975, one semester)

University of Florida (B.S., Journalism – 1973)

Appointments:

U.S. Presidential Appointment



Public Delegate to the United Nations 57th General Assembly




Confirmed by United States. Senate, May, 2003 



U.S. Presidential Appointment confirmed by Senate

U.S. Department of Justice Foreign Claims Settlement Commission 
Confirmed by United States. Senate, May 20, 2008



University of Richmond – Virginia




Board of Trustees (2003-2007)



Valencia Community College – Orlando, Florida

Board of Trustees (1982-1989) 
Awards & Honors:

The Best Lawyers in America, 24th Edition 


Recognized by peers since 2008 for high caliber of work in the

 practice area of Medical Malpractice Law – Defendants (08/15/17)

Orange County Bar Association William Trickel, Jr.

Professionalism Award (2014) 


EmCare National Attorney Award for Outstanding Service (2011)

Award of Merit (1991-1992)

Orange County Bar Association 
The Florida College System Activities Association

Hall of Fame (2012)

Outstanding Committee Chair (1978-1979)

Orange County Bar Association

“John Sterchi” Lifetime Achievement Award (2000)

Central Florida YMCA 

Faculty:


2006 DRI Preeminent Lawyer

Superstars of Trial Seminar – Chicago, Illinois (9/28/06).

2005 Florida College for the Judiciary of Advanced Judicial Studies 
Faculty, “Medical Malpractice/Nursing Home Litigation,” Ft. Myers, 
Florida (5/24/05).



2004 IADC Trial Academy Faculty




Stanford University Law School, Stanford




California (July/August 2004).



Florida Trial Academy, University of Florida/Florida Bar, “The Academy 



Trial Advocacy Seminar,” (5/13/99).



1996 Annual Education Meeting of the Florida Conference of Circuit 



Judges, Medical Malpractice Defense Presentation, Lake 
Buena 



Vista, Florida (9/11/96).
Bar Activities:

American College of Trial Lawyers Fellow (2015)

Supreme Court’s Commission on Professionalism (2012-2016)
Florida Bar Civil Rules Committee (1989-2002)

Judicial Nominating Committee, 5th District Court of Appeals (1995-1999)



Judicial Nominating Committee for the 9th Judicial Circuit (1990-1994)



Chairman (1993-1994)



Florida Bar Health Law Section, Board of Directors (1992-1997)



Florida Bar Grievance Committee “A” (1983-1986)

Orange County Bar Association:

Civil Justice Commission Appointed by Administrative Judge to study the 
Judiciary’s interaction with the trial lawyers (2010)



Professionalism Committee Chairman (1999-2000)



Judicial Relations Committee Chairman (1997-1998)




Medical/Legal Committee Chairman (1984) (1989-1990)



Naturalization Committee Chairman (1979)



Federal and State Trial Practice Committee (1988-1989)

  
American Bar Association:



Fellow of the American Bar Foundation (1992-Lifetime Member)

Committee on Medicine and Law of the Section of Tort and Insurance 

Practice, Vice Chair (1988-1991)

Defense Research Institute:



Editor – Medical Malpractice Newsletter (1998-2000)
American Board of Trial Advocates, Central Florida Chapter (ABOTA):
President (2004)

Vice President (2003-2004)

Secretary (2002-2003)

Treasurer (2001-2002)

International Association of Defense Counsel
International Association of Defense Counsel (1995-Present)

Member of Nominating Committee (2001-Present)

Member of Medical Defense Committee


Chairman (2000-2001)

Vice Chair of Program (1999-2000)

Vice Chair of Newsletters (1997-1999)

Member of Legal Malpractice Committee (1996-Present)

Member of Product Liability Committee (1996-Present)

Member of Pharmaceutical, Medical Device and Biotechnology Committee 
(1996-Present)

Florida Defense Lawyers Association (1981-Present)

Special Committee on Mediation Rules (1992)

Inter-American Bar Association (1979-Present)

The Fellows of the American Bar Foundation:


Life Fellow (2000-Present)

Hispanic Bar Association of Central Florida (1998-Present)

Courts Admitted:




U. S. Supreme Court (1981)



U. S. 11th Circuit Court of Appeals (1981)



U. S. Court for Southern District of Florida (1980)



U. S. Court for Middle District of Florida (1978)



U. S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals (1978)

Florida Supreme Court (1977)
Community:


YMCA (Metropolitan/Central Florida) 
Board of Directors (1983-Present)

Chairman of Board (1992-1994)

YMCA of the USA 
National Board Nominating Committee (2003-2007)

Member of South Field Regional Board (1997-1999)

Orlando Regional Healthcare Foundation


Board of Directors (1999-2018)

Orange County Historical Society


Board of Directors (1999-2006)

CNL Bank


Bank Shares Board (2006-2016)


Audit Committee    (2003-Present)



Chairman    (2003-Present)


Board of Directors  (2002-Present)

SunTrust, N.A. (South Orlando)

Administrative Board (1986-2003)

Chairman of the Board (1988-2000)

Helping Central Florida Foundation


Board of Directors (1998-2002)

Central Florida Fair Association (1999-Present)


Executive Committee (2006)

Committee of 100 Orange County, Inc.


Board of Directors (2011-Present)

Florida Medical Malpractice Joint Underwriting Association


 Board of Governors (2016-present)

Rating:





A.V. Martindale-Hubbell

Foreign Languages:


Spanish (fluent)

Lectures (Professional):
Podiatry Insurance Group of America SE National Conference, “Simple Things You Can Do To Reduce Your Risk of a Medical Malpractice Suit” – Orlando, Florida (12/7/2018)

Jewett Orthopaedic Clinic – Pittfalls of EMR’s – Orlando, Florida (8/16/18)

Podiatry Insurance Group of America SE National Conference, “Avoidable Litigation Mistakes” – Orlando, Florida (12/08/2017)
American College of Foot & Ankle Orthopedics & Medicine, Annual


Clinical Conference 2012, “Case Studies of Three Risky Podiatric


Problems

Opthalmic Mutual Insurance Company Seminar, “Defining Issues and


Shaping a defense” – Orlando, Florida (10/23/11)

ProAssurance Group, Loss Prevention Seminar, “Tough Decisions in Loss Prevention” – Orlando, Florida (12/6/11)

Eidson Insurance Seminar, “Legal Entanglements: How you can be Sued for the Actions of Another” – Orlando, Florida (6/10/09)

ProAssurance Group, Loss Prevention Seminar, “From the Exam Room to the Court Room” – Orlando, Florida (11/12/08)
Jewett Orthopaedic Clinic; Malpractice Risk: Potentials Pitfalls, Blunders and “Gotchas” for Physicians (10/2/08)

First Professionals Insurance Company Annual Agent Meeting; Brain Damage Baby Mock Trial Presentation (9/18/08)
ProAssurance Group, Loss Prevention Seminar, “From the Exam Room to the Court Room” – Orlando, Florida (04/23/08)
Annual Meeting of the Florida Society of Otolaryngology/Head & Neck Surgery and the Florida Society of Facial, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery, “Medical Malpractice for Florida Otolaryngologists” – Lake Buena Vista, FL (11/10/07)

11th Annual Florida Liability Claims Conference, “Trial as Alternate Dispute Resolution” – Orlando, Florida (05/31/07)

ProAssurance Group, Loss Prevention Seminar, “And You Think You’ve Had a Bad Day!”- Orlando, Florida (04/17/07)

ProAssurance Group, Risk Management Seminar, “How to Avoid Risks”, for Jewett Orthopaedic Clinic, Winter Park Library, Winter Park, Florida (10/3/06)
ProAssurance Group, Risk Management Seminar, “Smooth Sailing:  Navigating the Rough Waters of Modern Day Practice” – Orlando, Florida (4/10/06)

ProAssurance Group, Loss Prevention Seminar, “Let’s Talk:  Improving Patient Safety and Reducing Errors through Communication” - Orlando, Florida (9/27/05)

ProAssurance Group, Loss Prevention Seminar, “Let’s Talk:  Improving Patient Safety and Reducing Errors through Communication” - Melbourne, Florida (7/21/05)

ProAssurance Group Account Executive Meeting – “Current Status of Med Mal Law Since 2003 Amendment,” – Orlando, Florida (4/14/05)

FMA/CME Seminar – “Prevention of Medical Errors,” Ormond Beach, Florida (1/28/03)

Florida Podiatric Medical Association’s “Management of the High Risk Foot and Leg” (1/14/00)

Florida Gastroenterologic Society’s “GAIC’s Medical Malpractice: Tricks and Traps” (10/3/99)

ABA Seminar, “The Experts Analyze Brain Damaged Baby Cases, II” (Advisory Committee 9/23/99)

Columbia Medical Center, “Medical Malpractice Issues” (9/23/97)

Florida Chiropractic Association, “Office-Based Risk Management” (8/17/97)

American Association of Legal Nurse Consultants, “Do’s and Don’ts of Medical Malpractice and Tactical Tips for Taking a Deposition” (7/17/97)

Florida East Central Dietetic Association, Legal Issues in Healthcare (6/5/97)

Risk Management Seminar, Orlando Regional Healthcare System (1/30/96)

The HIV/Risk Management Seminars for ORHC in Costa Rica (2/10/95)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund, Loss Prevention Seminar, Wuesthoff Hospital, Rockledge, Florida (10/15/94)

 Professional Malpractice Mediation, FACM Spring Seminar, Radisson Hotel, Orlando, Florida (4/29/94)

Orange County Medical Society, Winter Seminar, Clinical Quality Improvement, 
Snow Mass, Colorado (1/19/94)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, 18th Annual Internal Medicine Series, “Legal Entanglements” (3/23/94)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Risk Management Seminar, St. Cloud Hospital, St. Cloud, Florida (12/15/93)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Risk Management Seminar, Arnold Palmer Hospital, Orlando, Florida (12/07/93)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Orlando Regional Medical Center, Risk Management Course, Orlando, Florida (12/03/93)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Risk Management Seminar, Arnold Palmer Hospital, Orlando, Florida (11/30/93)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Risk Management Seminar, Sand Lake Hospital, Orlando, Florida (11/10/93)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund, Risk Management Seminar, Lake County Medical Society, Leesburg, Florida (11/06/93)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Risk Management Seminar, Orlando Regional Medical Center, Orlando, Florida (11/04/93)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund, Mock Medical Malpractice Trial Seminar, Seminole County Medical Society, Sanford, Florida (10/30/93)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund, Risk Management Seminar, Citrus Memorial Hospital, Inverness, Florida, (10/09/93)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Risk Management Seminar, Sand Lake Hospital, Orlando, Florida (10/06/93)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund, Loss Prevention Seminar, Seven Rivers Community Hospital, Crystal River, Florida (10/02/93)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund, Risk Management Seminar, Lake County Medical Society, Mount Dora, Florida (9/11/93)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Risk Management Seminar, St. Cloud Hospital, St. Cloud, Florida (9/08/93)

Orlando Regional Health Care System, Risk Management Seminar, Orlando Regional Medical Center, Orlando, Florida (9/02/93)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund, Risk Management Seminar, University of South Florida, Department of Pediatrics, Tampa, Florida (3/17/93)

Florida Physicians Insurance Company Risk Management Seminar, HCA Central Florida Regional Medical Center, Sanford, Florida (2/24/93)

Institute of Medical Law Risk Management Seminar, Orlando, Florida  (1/24/93)

Brevard County Medical Society/Florida Physicians Insurance Company Risk Management Seminar (10/14/92)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund Risk Management Seminar for Wuesthoff Hospital, “Physicians and the Department of Professional Regulation,”  (10/06/92)

Seminole County Medical Society/Physicians Protective Trust Fund Risk Management Mock Trial Seminar, Sanford, Florida (10/03/92)

The Florida Bar Annual Meeting, Orlando Marriott World Center, “Recent Malpractice Developments” (6/25/92)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund, Marion County Medical Society in Ocala, Florida, “The Department of Professional Regulation and the Florida Physician,” (6/20/92)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund Loss Prevention Seminar, Lake County Medical Society, “The Physician and the Department of Professional Regulation,” (11/02/91)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund Loss Prevention Seminar, Seminole County Medical Society, “Common Mistakes Made by a Doctor in Deposition,” (10/12/91)

Institute of Medical Law Seminar, “The Viewpoint of the Defense Attorney in Medical Malpractice,” Orlando, Florida (7/13/91)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund Loss Prevention Seminar, Lake County Medical Society, “Florida Physicians and the DPR” (6/08/91)

Orlando Regional Medical Center Risk Management Seminar, “The Florida Physician and DPR/Update on Policy and Procedure” (10/04/90)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund Loss Prevention Seminar, Seminole County Medical Society (10/13/90)

South Seminole Community Hospital, Department of Medicine, Risk Management Seminar, Longwood, Florida (9/13/90 and 10/11/90)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund Loss Prevention Seminar, Marion Community Hospital, Ocala, Florida (6/02/90)

American Institute of Medical Law, 1990 Annual Convention, “What Physicians Can Do To Reduce Risks of Being Sued--Viewpoint of the Defense Attorney,” Orlando, Florida (3/15/90)

Florida Physicians Insurance Company Risk Management Seminar, Leesburg Regional Hospital, Leesburg, Florida (11/08/89)

The Health Care Witness and Risk Management, Orange County Medical Society and Humana Hospital Lucerne, Orlando, Florida (10/12/89)

Deposition Preparation and Medical Risk Management, Winter Park Memorial Hospital, Orlando, Florida (10/03/89)

AIDS Risk Management Seminar, Holmes Regional Medical Society, Melbourne, Florida (9/16/89)

Physicians Protective Trust Fund/Brevard County Medical Society Medical Risk Management Conference, Orlando, Florida (4/22/88)

Risk Management in Health and Home Care Seminar, Orlando, Florida  (11/30/88)

Summertime in General Internal Medicine Conference, Risk Management, Lake Buena Vista, Florida  (7/23/88)

Marion Community Hospital Third Annual Risk Management Seminar, Ocala, 
Florida (6/04/88)

Orlando Regional Medical Center Grand Rounds Risk Management Lecture, Orlando, Florida (3/31/88)

Medical Seminars of America, Respiratory Therapists and R.N., Orlando, Florida (4/04/88)

Ninth Annual International Gastroenterology Conference Medical Malpractice Lecture, Buena Vista, Florida (3/16/88)

American Institute of Medical Law, Inc., CME Risk Management, Altamonte Springs, Florida (11/21/87)

Florida Physicians Insurance Company/Brevard County Medical Society, Cocoa Beach, Florida (10/87)

Orlando Regional Medical Center Primary Care and Preventive Medicine Medical Malpractice Lecture (7/8/87)

Florida Physicians Insurance Company/FMA South Seminole Community Hospital, Longwood, Florida (4/25/87)

ASPRSN Meeting, Orlando Marriott (6/2/84)


Fundamentals of Hospital Safety

Lectures (Civic):

Lecture on Avoidable Litigation Mistakes at SE National Conference for Podiatry Insurance Company of American, Orlando, FL (12/8/2017)

Speech at Rotary Club Luncheon – “Human Rights in Cuba” – Orlando,


Florida (10/05/17)

Naturalization Ceremonies, United States District Court, Middle District of


Florida – Principal Speaker (4/24/14)

Florida Bar International Law Section General Meeting; From Senate Confirmation to Duties on the Foreign Claims Commission Tampa, Florida (9/10/08)
Speech at U.S. Department of Homeland Security Naturalization Ceremony – Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida (5/25/07)

Santa Fe Community College Commencement Ceremony - Gainesville, Florida (5/5/06)
Sons of the American Revolution Annual Dinner Meeting – Winter Park, Florida (4/15/06)

Speech at U.S. Department of Homeland Security Naturalization Ceremony – Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida (2/13/06)
Keynote Speaker, Phi Delta Theta luncheon/meeting - Orlando, Florida (2/7/06)

Graduation Commencement, Santa Fe Community College Student Government Alumni Dinner, “College Life in the 70’s” - Gainesville, Florida (11/18/05)

Speech to ESOL Students at West Orange High School – “Human Rights in Cuba” and “My Life Story” – Winter Garden, Florida (4/28/05)
Speech at U.S. Department of Homeland Security Naturalization Ceremony - University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida (5/14/04)

Speech to Fifth Grade American History Class – “Human Rights in Cuba” –Lake Highland Preparatory School, Orlando, Florida (5/13/04)
Speech to Group of Fourth through Eighth Graders – “Human Rights

in Cuba” – St. James Cathedral School, Orlando, Florida (4/6/04)
Speech at the AFFNA Special Agent of the Year Awards Banquet – Orlando, Florida (10/18/03)

Panel Discussion – “What Good and Bad Does the U.N. Do?” – Fall 2003 Symposium, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government at the University of Central Florida (10/6/03)

Baccalaureate Speech – Lake Highland Preparatory School, Orlando, Florida (5/30/03)

Speech to Central Orlando Kiwanis Club – “Delegate to the U.N.—Impressions,” Orlando, Florida (5/27/03)

Publications:

IADC Medical Malpractice Newsletter Article – “Defendant’s Jury Selection 
Thoughts.” (2005)

“Professionalism in Medical Malpractice Litigation,” For The Defense, 
(2/2000)
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